Outdoor play in children’s education and care services
As part of your child’s daily routine, services will often dedicate blocks of time to outdoor, risky
and messy play experiences.
Active and quiet play experiences are offered in natural environments and outdoor spaces.
A range of equipment, resources and open spaces are used to engage children in physical play.
Outdoor environments in services should be:

Dynamic and flexible, providing opportunities for children to be active, and for unique play and learning
inclusive, to support the diverse needs, interests, preferences and learning styles of all children
furnished and equipped with materials that allow for multiple uses, encouraging children to become
flexible thinkers and investigators.

Outdoor play is encouraged in all seasons, including during cold weather, to give children opportunities to
engage in nature based and active play experiences.
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